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ABSTRACT: This book talk introduces Perilous Wagers, a recently published ethnography that examines
the lives of construction workers in Tokyo’s old day-laborer district, San’ya. Perilous Wagers explores
how one group of day laborers embodied a transgressive masculinity intimately intertwined with hon-
orable mobster values of old, and how they created dignity and sociality under abject conditions of life.
While engaging with classic ethnographic themes like labor, exchange, value, honor, shame, temporality,
desire, gender, and personhood, Perilous Wagers tracks these underdog values across construction sites,
non-profit organizations, hospitals, bunkhouses, and illegal gambling dens, giving imaginative life to a
stigmatized, forgotten social world.
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