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Sophia University
Yotsuya Campus,
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PROGRAM

Introduction and Welc

Wing (with subtitles in Japanese and Engli
Discussion with (Discussion in Japanese with English
welcome)
Vakkas Colak (Kurdish language lecturer at Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies and Secretary General
of Japan-Kurdistan Friendship Association)

In the 1990s, about 2,000 Turkish Kurdish refugees settled
in a suburb of Tokyo; however, up until today, most of
them are still illegal immigrants. Ozan has been working
illegally as a construction worker and is anxious about his
uncertain future. Mehmet spent 520 days in detention for
no apparent reason while suffering from a critical health
condition without medical aid. Ramazan has been trying
various ways to obtain a visa, but his illegal immigrant
status has kept him from his dream. “I always felt anxious
because I didn’t know when I would be taken into deten-
tion. Still, I dream and envision the future opportunities”

This event is co-hosted at Sophia by Institute of Compara-
tive Culture and Institute of Global Concern and support-
ed by Amnesty International, Japan.
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