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Ben-Ami Shillony is Professor Emeritus of East Asian Studies in the Faculty of Humanities at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. After receiving his Ph.D. from Princeton University in 1971, he taught Japanese history and culture at the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem until his retirement in 2006. He served as chair of the Department of East Asian 
Studies (1979-1984, 1996-2000) and chair of Harry S. Truman Research Institute for the Advancement of Peace 
(1987-1990) at the Hebrew University. He has written numerous books and articles on Japanese history and culture in 
English, Hebrew, and Japanese, including Revolt in Japan (1973), Politics and Culture in Wartime Japan (1981), The 
Jews and the Japanese (1992) and Enigma of the Emperors: Sacred Subservience in Japanese History (2005). For his 
contribution to Japanese Studies he has been awarded the Japan Foundation Award (2010) and the Order of the Sacred 
Treasure, Gold and Silver Star (2000). In 2012 he was elected the first honorary president of the Israel Association for 
Japanese Studies. 
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